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The resist composition of claims 1-3, the method for forming a resist 
pattern of claim 4 and the compound of claims 5 and 6 are considered 
to be characteri zed respect ively by a polyvalent phenol ic compound wherein 
a part or all of hydrogen atoms in the phenolic hydroxy 1 groups are 
substituted by at least one group selected from the group consisting 
of acid-cleavable dissolution inhibiting groups represented by the 
general formulae (pi) or (p2) set forth in claim 1. 

Such a polyvalent phenolic compound wherein a part or all of hydrogen 
atoms are substituted by acid-cleavable dissolution inhibiting groups 
is publicly known as disclosed in JP 6-266109 A (Fuji Photo Film Co., 
Ltd.), 22 September, 1994 (22.09.94) and JP 9-211866 A (Shin-Etsu Chemical 
Co., Ltd.), 15 August, 1997 (15.08.97). 

Consequently, a polyvalent phenolic compound wherein a part or all 

of hydrogen atoms are substituted by acid-cleavable dissolution 
inhibiting groups cannot be a special technical feature. In addition, 
there is no other common feature which can be considered as a special 
technical feature within the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence 
among the resist composition of claims 1-3, the method for forming a 
resist pattern of claim 4 and the compound of claims 5 and 6. 

The inventions of claims 1-6 , therefore, cannot be considered so linked 
as to form a single general inventive concept , and thus they do not satisfy 
the requirement of unity of invention. 
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